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ACTS, XXVIL 2 
1/hy ſhould it be thought a res pecredd ble 


with ou, that God {hould raife the dead* 


"_ Words are' part of $, Paul's Apo- 
logy y before Feſtus and Agrippa; where- 
e:ndertakes:a Defence of: + Iimſelf, 
* MT his! Dofrine; and like” a fait I 
Miniſter of Chrift endeavours: no: leſs the Security 
f his Faith, thangf his Life, - For becauſe it would 
no  advantage\ta him, either-ro:hive fought with 
Beaſts. at Epheſus; as, inthe nineteenth; of the 15s ; 
or at. Jeruſalem, -as: we-findrithere- it the Context, 
unleſs the Dead;ſhould riſe; therefore he takes care 
ſo ro: defend his, Cauſtic thlsWortd,. a5 to ptovide 
for his Iatereſt;, in the next. ; and; tho he 'ſhewld loſe 
his Life forthe, Doctrine of the Reſurrection”; yet 
to purchaſe; a, more glorious Life; when that 'Do- 
arine ſhould be accompliſhed}. and' ſo his' Hopes 
be rurtied.ine Peſſefion; "Ame therefo6treitho at his 
ag DNR err at, Jeruſalem; the Rabble' cried 
That he was: the man, who fanght- all men 
$067 where. againſt the People, the: "Law; *aid* the 
Al AF, xxtv 28. that 15,- char he wi; intheſr 
A 2 ; ſenſe, 
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ſenſe, a Chriſtian ; yet he takes no, care to an- 
fwer them "in "thoſe Matters, but inſtead of all 
other Points of his Do&rine, he undertakes a' De- 
fence of the Reſurre&tion ; partly out of an ho- 
neſt fraud to work over the Scribes and Phariſees 
ro, his part againſt'the Sadduces; - who denied. it ; 
but chiefly becauſe ir ,is one of the main Pil- 
lars of our Chriſtianiry : for, If Chriſt be ner 


riſen, our Faith is vam, we are yet in our ſms, 


as he himſelf cells us in the firſt of the Corinthians, 
chap..xv.yerl. 17, And fo likewile after he had con- 
vinced the Athenians of their Ignorance, in inſcri- 
bing. an Altar to the unknown God ; and by better 
reaſons than what their Philoſophy had farniſhed 
them with, had ſhewed them'theway of coming to 


the knowledge of the true one 5 he' proceeds to per- 
ſaade them to Repentance, from the Do&tine of the 
laſt Judgment (that, with which this poor Pri- 
ſoner made Felix, : tho-his Judge;-eremble) andthen 
confirms all with the Argument in my Text, that 
is, with the Reſurre&ion. But thoſe Philoſophers 
(tho they ſpent their time in nothing elfe;* but on- 
ly to; hear, or te-rell ſome. new: thing, )* yer. could 
notaway With this new Doctrine. | It'was indeed 
a Dodtrine, that agreed not ' with their Notions, 
and carried in. it ſomething of Contradidtion to the 
Axioms of ſome: of their Schools;and therefore 
when: they- heard of it, ſome” of thoſe wiſe Men 
bt gave 
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ave him the Fools Reply, and mocked: and o- 
thers ſaid, We will hear thee again of this matter. 
And tho a little longer at.ention might have fur- 
niſhed them with an undeniable demonſtration of 
his Afſertion, yet their prejudice took away their 
patience, and they could not endure to. hear fo 
much as an offer of proof for that, which ſeemed 
to them to be in the-number of Impolibilities. 
But S. Paul, who was guided by a beiter Spirit, 
| and no leſs Learning, had good reaſon to be of a- 
nother Perſuaſion, and when he had liberty to ſpeak 
freely for himſelf, as here to Azrippa, he tells the 
King, that he knew this allo, foralmuch as none 
of theſe things were hidden from him , for this 
thing was not done in a corner. And therefore af- 
ter his Complement to the King, an e previous 
Diſcourſe rouching his former manner of Life, 
and his preſent Inditement, he did but/act accord- 
ing to the Rules of the beſt Reaſon, the beſt 
Religion, when he began his Defence wich this cloſe 
Interrogation, Why ſhould it be thought a thing incre- 
aible with you, that God ſhould raiſe the dead ? 

Tho it adds to the Reputation of Truth,that eve- 
ry - Falfhood delires to appear under its likeneſs, yer 
many times 1t purchaſes this Reputation too dear; 
and becauſe the Chear has been frequenrly- praCti- 
fed, ir has not ſeldom brought Truth it ſelf un- 
der the ſuſpicion of Falſhood. And if the Truch 
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ſo queſtioned prove a 'matter of Fact, as is the 
Reſurre&tion, then the pretences made uſe of to 
diſprove its Reality, muſt eicher be by invalidating 
the Teſtimony of ſuch who bear witneſs to it, or 
elſe by denying the poſſibilicy of the thing it elf. 
Now becauſe the Hiſtory of the Reſurrection 
ſands confirmed upon ſuch good Teſtimony , 
that he, who will dare todeny that, may with the 
fame confidence deny, that ever there were ſuch 
Men as Pompey, or Fulins Ceſar ; therefore all the 
Enemies of this Doctrine have proceeded in the 
latter way, and have endeavoured to make it out, 
that there never was, or ever will be any Reſur- 
retion, becauſe there cannot be. And 1t is. not 
unlikely, that the Athenians laughed at our Apo- 
ſtles Diſcourſe upon this very account, and that 
they therefore thought him worthy of their Con- 
tempt, becauſe (as they conceived) he brought 
chem a ſtory, which carried contradiftion enough 
in it {elf for its own Confutation, and ſuch Cir+ 
cumftances, which might ſufficiently diſprove its 
Subſtance. Bur had they more ſeriouſly examined 
the Matter ( tho it had been by no better Light 
than that of common Reaſon, ) they might perhaps 
have given themſelves the fame fatisfa&tion, which 
Dionyſrus the Areopagite then did, and ſo have been 
brought over to S. Paul's Perſuaſion. For then 
certainly they could 'not have judged this Truch 
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to have been out of the compaſs of a Poſſibility, nor 
have thought it Incredible, that God ſhould raiſe 
the Dead. | 

It muſt therefore be our preſent buſineſs to prove- 
the poſſibility of a Reſurre&tion; that the Do&trine 
of it has no Abſurdiry in it ſelf, nor carries any Con- 
tradition to Reaſon ; which if it ſhall appear, then- 
I preſume, that we may be allowed to infer, that 
It may be. believed; and that without any force of- 
fered to the Rules of Reaſoning, we may from its 
Poflibility argue its Credibility. For though we 
cannot juſtly-require any man to believe, that a 
thing therefore is, becaule it appears to him to be- 
poſſible ; yer it is certain, that he mult believe che 
thing as it appears to him, and that therefore, if it 
ſeems to him to be poſſible, he mult believe ir to be 
ſo. For this Belief amounts. to no more, than an 
Aſſentto an Identical Propoſition, and therefore no 
one can ſhake it off, but he, that will have the 
Confidence'or Stupidity to deny that a Man is a Man. 
But then, if his Evidence ſhall proceed farther, and 
to the Reaſons, that the thing may be, ſhall be ad- 
ded ſufficient Teſtimony, that it has been ; and the 
Feſtimony ſhall likewiſe prove ſuch, as he cannor 
in Reaſon deny, then his Aﬀent mult go farther. 
likewiſe; and from believing, that it may be, he. 
mult proceed to believe, that it is. So that in aſſert- 
ing the Truth of the ReſurreCtion, there are Two. 
| things 
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things to be made out ; firſt the poſſibility of che Fat, 
and then the Fa& it ſelf; whereof the fir is ro be 
aſſerted by Reaſen, the ſecond by Senſe or Teſtimony : 
The fir$ to make the thing credible only, and the 
zcond ro make it be actually believed. 

And it is the firſt of theſe, which is the Subject of 
my Text, which the Apoſtle propounds by way of 
Interrogation, Why ſhould it ſeem a thing incredi- 
ble with you, that God ſhould raiſe the Dead ? 
Which Queſtion implies, Firſt, A ſtrong Preſumprti- 
on, that there was no Reaſon, why any man 
ſhould disbelieve the Reſurreftion ; and Secondly, 
A Reaſon of this Preſumption, becauſe God ſhould 
raiſe the Dead. I ſhall begin with the laſt, and 
carry on the Apoſtles Argument, and thereby en- 
deayor to evince, that it is no incredible thing, that 
God {ſhould raiſe the Dead. 

He that believes the firſt Article of our Creed, that 
God made Heaven and Earth ( as every one muſt 
needs do, unleſs they will abjure their Reaſon ) can- 
not chuſe but believe him to be Omnipotent : Om- 
nipotence being nothing elſe in its firſt Notion, but 
a Power of doing or making all things. For as for 
what farther Actions of his Almighty Power God 
may have ſince exerted, whether in preſerving the 
World ſo created, or in concurring to the particular 
Actions of every individual Agent, or the like ; I 
{hall leave it to the Schools, as being too nice, and 
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too impertinet to our preſent purpoſe to be here 
handled. For it is enough for our Deſign, -if there 
be no greater Power, required to raiſe a Man from 
the Grave on the laſt day,” than to raiſe him from 
the Earth on the ſixth; and therefore whoever can 
believe the: laſt, may withour. ſtraining his Reaſon 
believe the fir}. And indeed, if we-carry our thoughts 
a little backward in; conſidering the: Creation of the 
firſt Man, that as'he was made out of the Earth ; 
ſo that Earth was but a few days before made our 
of nothing; we ſhall find the Reſurreftion a Do- 
Ctcine of. a more eaſe belief than the Creation, and. 
that ye can better. apprehend,. how. a Man may be: 
reſtored out of fomerhing, than made at firſt our 
of nothing: ſo that if we'may allow any. Gradations 
of Power in the ſeveral [Actions of Omnipotence, 
there will to our Realons appearleſs of the:Almigh- 
ty Power inthe Reſurrection, than in the Creation, 
and therefore it muſt needs ſeem moreeafte for God 
co re-make the Man, than. ar firſt ro make him; to 
which if we add this farther Conſideration, that the 
Men that are now, and have been formerly made, are: 
(if I may fo ſpeak) a Samplar ,or Pattern for thoſe 
that.ſhall - be reſtored in the Reſurre&ion; ic will 
yet add ſamething tg the cafinels of our Concepti- 
ons,and we may by that means apprehend the Reſtt- 
tution of Mankind by.the ſame God;; who at. firſt» 
made it a moxe feaſible, Performance, than __ 
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making of ir. Foraſmuch as wecannot bur conceive 
it a much. more caſte matter to frame a Buildin 
with a Model, than without one.” And though Go! 
in his right Notion cannot be conceived 'ro ſtand 
in nced of any Samplar, as having in himſelf the 
Erernal Ideas of all future Productions ; yer foraſ- 
much as we cannot pals our Judgment upon any 
Action any farther than the ſhorr-{iphtedneſs of our 
Apprehenfions will allow, this Notion muſt needs 
facilitate our Conceptions of the Reſurrection, and 
make it ſeem to us an Action more eafic to be ac- 
compliſh'd than. that of Creation. &- jr» thus 
much may be farther alledoed in'the'behalf-of this 
Notion, that God himſelf,” when he 'was'about to 
. make the firſt Man, ' waspleafed in 'a tmanner to fer 
himſelf a Pattern, whoen-he 'frid, Lt ws Hike marr 
efter our on Inage. Heace therefore we may infer, 
thar if there bea God ('which whoever denies is no- 
more an Enenty wo the Reſardiven; than to all Re- 
legion, and which: at 'preſenc' we' ſuppoſe,” as being: 
ra much our of ourway to be proved at this tire) 
iy, chere bea God;! who was rhe rſt Author of 

| chings, and conſequently of an Aﬀrtighty Power, 
Ne hs then no Reafon * doudr nay ofibiliy: 
of a Refurrection ; Torafnuelvas thar Omniporence' 
car reſtore a thing, to ies foriiet being, which has" 
ance loſt it, with the fame, ny, with more 'eale- 
(L theak abvor che ananier of Men, and fay with: 


more 


£2 


"Tre 


more eaſe) than he could ſpeak it' at firſt out of no- 
thing; and give'it 2 Being by his bare Fiat, when 
it had nothing elſe bur Emprinefs to be its Parent, 
And therefore it cannot ſeem incredible to any Man, 
that God ſhould raiſe the Dead. And hence it is 
thar our Saviour himſelf,. who was che firſt Fruits of 
them that flepr, fetches his Argument againſt che 
Sadduces, who _ his Doctrine. For after 
they had urged'eo him: their Argument concerning 
the Woman and her ſeven Hnsbands, he returns 
them this ſhort but cloſe Anſwer in the 2 2th. of Sr. 
Matt. and 29th. verl. Te do therefore err, becauſe ye 
know not the Scriptures, nor the power of God. In the 
firſt part of which Anſwer he utterly overthrows their 
—_ and in the ſecond their Opinion, foraſmuch 
as had they known the Power of God, they could 
not have disbelieved the poſlibility of a Refacregt 
on. And indeed, they that do, may without any 
breach of Charity, be preſimed to be Atheiſts, For 
eirher they'muſt fanſie ro themſelves no Gad art all to 
 cauſe'a ReſarreQion;- or' elſe ſich a God, whoſe 
Power is not of fo large an Extent, as to produce 
ſo-great an Aftion : whereof the firſt proclaims them 
Atheiſts, and "the /econd. mfers them ſuch, as con- 
ceiving to themſelves a God, whofe Nature miſt 
argue hin of Weakneſs and Imperfeftion,, and 
ſo- deftroying the Notion of 'a Deity ; -that. is, 
whom in pretence they catt a'God, but whom in tea- 
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lity they ſay is none: Bur if ſtill aw gry to the 
Confeſſion of a Diety, and then: refer. their denial 
of the Reſurrection not to his Power, but to his Will; 
They mult firſt prove that he has manifeſted his 
Will on their ſide, before they can build any Argu- 
ment upon it; which if they do not, ( as indeed no 
Records will furniſh them wich Teſtimony ſuffici- 
ent to do it ) then they muſt ſubmic to what we 
alledge as his revealed Will in this Caſe, and contels, 
that our Poſleſſion is more than eleven Points of the 
- Burto proceed. The Second Argument, which we 
urge from God's Power for the. poſſibility of a Re- 
ſurre&ion, ſhall be. taken from our firſt Formation 
inthe Womb. Whereof, .if\ we; conſider the Con- 
trivance and Workmanſhip,, though, we may till 
ſtand amazed, how the Reſurreion ſhould be per- 
formed, .yet we may lay afide all doubts of its poſſi; 
bility ; foraſmuch as there is no dithculty.in the Reſti- 
rution of theſe, Veſlels of Clay, 6175 phe not. be 
found in the fo/t framing of ther, David; who was a 
Man after God's own Heart, and who, being divinely 
inſpired may be preſumed.c0,know; as:much- of his 
mind, as thofe weargue againſt, was ſurpris'd: with 
Admiration, and aftoniſhryent, when he looked back 
to his firſt beginning, and confidered. that he-was 
Feartully and wonderfully made., And indeed the 
beſt Account that he giv es. us of, it, .4s,- thaf he _ ; 
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made in ſecret, and curioutly wrought in the lower 
parts of the Earth, that is, (though in'a berter'Ex- 
preſſion ) he knew.nor how. - For though Philoſo- 
phers pretend to farther Diſcoveries, arid endeayor 
ro cheat themſelves and others with empry words, 
which exprels nothing but their own 4gnorance , 
though they: try to-unravel ;the Almighty's Work 
by Anatomy, and by, that means endeavor to trace 
it to its farſt beginning, yer the upſhot of their 
knowledg there amounts to no. more than'a vis pul- 
fifica, a warts. ofifica,; and the like inſignificanc/Plira- 
ſes, which afford us. nothing, bur ſounds, © and'leave 
us inthe dark (till, only with a. greater noiſe. ' And 
indeed the very: beft. of thoſe who have handled this 
SubjeR,. do only give -us:an account. of what is pro- 
duced -fir{t,, and: what laſt; putting us off with the 
work. it ſelf, and'very:poorly:deſeribing the Effect, 
bur neyer ſo much. as meddling with what they fo 
much pretend ro, which-is the manner of producing it. 
And-here we/challenge the Men.of the-greareſb A- 
theiſm ahd the greateſt Learning to give-us: any to- 
lerable- Account, how;:upom the: Incubation of the 
Hen,:the, Hear ( which/rto'0ur beſt Apprehenſions is 
bur a confuled Expiration) rariges ic ſe:t into-different 
Parries,how each Parry cules thar part of thermiacrer} 
which it.is to form; after whar-manner ir works up: 
on it,and brings it into the ſhape, figure, conliſtency, 
and - vital Operations,|/which it afterwards. atrains, 
LIT h and 
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and how out of all the parts ſo framed the living 
Creature 1s at laſt compoſed, and then we'll undertake 
ro.give an Account, haw God does raiſe the Dead, 
For he thar performs the firſt Task will teach any 
Maa to perform the latter; and when he has fhew- 
ed-us, how all the ſeveral parts 'of the Body are 
ranged in the Geteration of it, he has chatked ns out 
the way to ſay juſt the ſame chings in its Reſurre- 
Aion. Etpecially, if we add this Confideration to 
che former : Thar. the ſeveral parts of matter, ont 
of which our Bodies are 'now : compoſed, - were once 
as much ſcattered and/confuſed;- as thoſe lirtle duſts 
can be preſumed to-be; 'our of which the Body is 
' to be reſtored. For if Generation and Nutrition 
| be but the lame thing, ( as:indeed the one is. bur be- 
ing nowrithed in the Womb, : and the other 'out of 
ic ) then we may with'ayery ſlight Obſervation 
diſcover, out of how many: ſeveral places we pick 
up: our Bodies, and'by 'piece-meal eat that, which 
is to. be our ſelves. '$ thac a' Man-does bur glean | 

the Subſtance, oucof which he confiſts, and'is made 
up by a piece of every Country, whom he feeds. 
Bur Rl his Inclinations, Duty, - or Neceſlity confine 
him-to oneplace, andhe does not go up and down 
the World im-an undiſcovered Search after the ſeveral 
parts of -his Body, hong then thoſe” parts will come 
co him A hey Providence. from feve- 
ra gg he Wor NY all. meet rogether- qroig 
N- 
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Conſticution. So that ſome Earth, which lies now 
in rhe” dies, 'may- the next: Year be a part of our 
Fleſh; and a Shower of Rain, which falls this Year 
in the Canaries, may after the next Vintage refreſh 
our Spirits here in Sigland. All which is ſuch a real 
Reſurrection, that: the Reſurrection is not more it 
ſelf. For when Time adds a new day ro-our Laives,we 
die to the day thar'is paſt ; and by our natural Food. 
one from all Quarters of theWorld,reſtore to our 
ves ſo much ofour bodies as the former day had de- 
voured ; which-mmay take away our unbelict, how 
at che Refurre@tion our fearrered parts ſhall be re- 
called tro an Union, and: receive a Summons from 
Onmipotence toameet together for- our ſecond Con- 
ftiturion : So thac # Men did not ſhut their Eyes to 
Truth, 'and-disbelieyerheir 'own Experience, they 
need not doubr the pofſibiliry of a Reſurrefion, or 
think that that catinor bedone onthe. laſi-day, which 
we ſredonevorry/ day. AAS ro this, that the Con- 
capenceaf all thoſe ſeveral parts of the Matter,whictr 
I RY 1p of the Body, is not cauſed by 
nd 'Ohance, becauſe it s.nororious, that by Coun- 
fel and Delign/ rhey avc'all conduRted to a certain. 


End, char 3s chey are all convey'd 'throuph: ſeveral. 
Leen all-by thouſands of turns 
and windings, and moſt imanerable prepararrve 
Alerxtionas he laft Deſign is- brought abonc , and. 
our of aty che Man fined. Which firange and 
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miraculous Labyrinth of Providence, tho' it puzzle 
our Underſtandings, .and confounds: them,  when- 
everthey endeavour to carry their! ſearch ;quite 
through it, yet it. may. ſo far ſatisfhe them too, as that 
his knowledge, who is the Author of fo rare and 
unintelligible Workmanſhip, as, far exceeds ours, 
as.that ic puzzles us as much to find 'out a Reſem- 
blance = the, Diſparity, . as to, underſtand the Ef- 
fects of its Contrivance. . And as for thoſe, who 
aſcribe this rare Artifice to blind chance; it is. be- 
cauſe themſelyes are: blind; and judge as they do 
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tharare born ſo ;-; who underſtand no-ſuch thing as. 


Light,: not. becaule, there. is none, but” becauſe ' they: 
ſee none. And. indeed did :not,. Mens -Obſtinacy 
darken their Underſtandings,;.that,, which: may:;be 
known of | God, is in thoſe and ſuch like his Works 
manifeſted to them ; for God hath ſhewed it unto 
chem, as. the Apoſtle ſpeaks : for the inviſible things 
of him from, the Creation of the, World, are.clearly 
ſeen, being underſtood by the things'that are-made, 
even his- eternal Power and Godhead, even that: 
Power that made Men at firſt, and that Power that 
both can and will raiſe them. at the Jaſt, |; And:chus 
far we have endeavoured to afſert the. pollibility of 
2; Reſurrection, fromthe Apoſtles: Argumenr:in the 
Text, taken from ..God's Power, which can :do 
what it has done.already,- and:therefore can remake 
the lame, Men; which it formerly made, whether.ic 
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were by that more confeſſed At of Omnipotence, 
Creation z or elſe in a moreiordinary and uſual way, 
and more ſuitable to that Courſe, into which the 
God of Nature has put the things of this World. - 

Proceed we therefore in the next place to the 
interrogatory part of our Text, Why ſhould it be 
thought a thmg incredible with you? In which Queſtion 
we told you. was implied a ftrong preſumption, 
that there was no reaſon, why any man ſhould 
disbelieve | the Reſurre&tion : which preſumption, 
tho it were by the Apoſtle grounded upon very ſo- 
lid reaſon, to wit, God's Omnipotence, as,we 
have already diſcourſed ; yet it contains more in it 
than ſo; and gives us a fair hint, that all that can 
be pretended againſt the. poſſibility .of a Reſur- 
rection, will riſe no higher than to a pretence; and 
will in reality want that Evidence, which is requi- 

red to make a good proof. It mult therefore be 
our Next leſs to inquire what thoſe Reaſons are, 
that uſually make men doubt the poflibility of a 
Reſurreftion, and withal, whether they carry fo 
much force with them, as to make good that to 
which they pretend. 

And here we muſt alledge, that for one Reaſon, 
which every one but they, who make uſe of it, 
will confeſs to be none, and that is, mens fears. 
For when ſome Men have ſo ſpent their-Lives, that 


 4t is become irk{ome to them, ſo much as but to- 
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think of coming to an' Account ; then they endea- 
vour to perluade themſelves, that there ſhall be no 
laſt Judgment, that Death will be the end of all 
things, and that in their latter end they ſhall be no 
better than the Beaſts that periſh. And tho it may 
be the firſt ground for ſuch a thought were nothing 
more, bur becauſe they had. heard fome one of 
more wickedneſs and Learning ſay ſo, yet becauſe 
their wicked Lives have made the truth of the A(- 
ſertion more deſirable, they will pretend it to be in- 
fallible ; and: tho ar firſt it only made them donbt- 
ful, yet by a lictle time, and great wiſhes it came to 
make them certain; and-ſo at length they believe it 
as firmly, as a Liar, after ſeveral repetitions, does 
hisg@wn ſtory. Thus their Hopes _ their Creed, 
_ and they come to. believe their Reſurrection im- 
© poſbble, nor that ever they were 'convinced, that 
x was {o,. but becauſe they wiſhed, : that it had been 
n For as weeaſily believe thoſe rhings: we deſire; 
(-pravided: the danger be yer-ar a:diftance) we 

are not- willing to believe thoſe things we: fear ; and 
becauſe. the: laſt Jadgment. is likely to prove not 
only terrible, but intolerable roo- to- fuch perſons ; 
therefore they will: not be perſuaded: to admit it in- 
to;their Creed, but by renouncing che Do@trine of 
che Relurrection, they'll even damn the laſt Judg- 
ment itſelf. _ But fuch a Perſuaſton ſo grounded, 
euries/its awnConfuration-with it: And when _ 
'r; rlt 
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firſt Disbelief of the Reſurretion'is buile upontno- 
thing elſe, but a guilty- Horrot of irs Effects, it's a 
ſhrewd proof, that the Truth, and not the Falſhobd 
of it, was that that drove ſuch Men into their In- 
fidelity ; and that at preſent they do not fee it pol- 
ſible, not becauſe ir is not ſo, but becauſe they 
ſhut their Eyes. '- os 

The ſecond Reafon, why ſome Men will not be- 
lieve the poſſibility of the Reſurre&tion, is want of 
Experience in ſomething of the like Natiire, and 
they will therefore not believe that it can be,”becauſe 
their Senſes never yet informed them, that it has 
been. The Objection I have laid down in ſhore ; 
and yet as ſhorr as it is, i contains in it a ou deal 
of Weakneſs; 'a- great deal of Folly, and a Sreat deal 
of Pride. It is therefore 'weak, becauſe, tho we 
were neither preſent at Lazarus, nor our Saviour's 
Reſurrection, and never ſaw the Miracle; yet we 
know not, but we may ſee jt. But taking it as a 
thing granted and true, that we ſhall never fee it ; 
yet we cannot but know, that as ſome things have 
been diſcovered to future Times, of which the fore- 
going were wholly ignorant ; ſo former Ages have 
diſcovered thoſe things which have lain hid to their 
poſtericy ; of both which we may 'furniſh our 
lelves with Inſtances enough out of Pancirollus. And 
therefore it muſt needs be weakneſs, for that reaſon 
alone, to conclude upon the impoliibility of any 
G-2 thing, 


[ 20 
thing, becauſe we our ſelves have not been Eye- 
witneſles to it. And as it is. 4 weakneſs ſo to do 
in any Caſe, ſo to do'ſo in the preſent Caſe muſt 
needs be a folly. | For fo it mult be, therefore only 
to reject the Belick of a future poſſibility, becauſe i 
| is not a preſent certainty, when, if ſuch poflibiliry 
ſhould never come to paſs, our Belief of it, tho 
(if we live 1ll ) it mull make us uneaſfie to. our 
ſelves bere ; yet whether we live ill or well, can 
bring upon us no poſſible, nauch leſs no eternal _mil- 
chief hereafter: whereas if ſuch poſlibiliry ſhould 
ever come to paſs, our Disbelief ao It is as good as 
certain to prove fatal to our future and everlaſting 
Happineſs. For in ſuch a caſe ic will be no hard 
matter to conceive, how, diſmal the Surpriſe will be 
ro.thole Men, who would nor believe it upon any 
other motive than that of their Senſes ; nor admit of 


any other Conviction in the caſe,than what their ſad 
experience of the laſt day ſhall ring along with it. 


Bur. this is not all yet; for it is not only weakneſs and 
folly, bur it is moreover pride and arrogance there- 
fore to 74 future poſlibility, becauſe our own 
experience has not as as yet made us Witnefles to 
che Truth of it.. For whoever ſhall be fo con- 
ceited, as to judge of the Truth of all poſſibilities 
by no other Standard than his own Experience, may 
with Juſtice enough be thought to have more Pride 
than. Knowledge; and he. muſt. think himſelf. to 


haie 
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have a very large Soul, who ſhall preſume to con- 
fine all Truths within che compals of his own Ob- 
ſervation: Tho his Obſervation mult be very little 
roo, who has not found out ſomerhing both in 
Art and Nature, that may teach him to believe the 
Reſurrection poſſible. Thus Quicktilver ( if I may 
crave leave to offer you an Inſtance in Art) after ir 
is brought to a Conliftency , is ſo far from not 
being capable of being reſtored to its firſt form, 
chat it is almoſt impoſiible in any Operation upon 
it, notto do it: bur ſo to fix it, as that it cannot be 
reſtored, is reckoned among the Myſteries of the 
Adepti, and as ſuch is concealed from all others, as 
profane, and fo unworthy of ict. "Tho in the mean 
time, there are a great many wiſe Men, and great 
Philoſophers roo, who think, that the Religion 
and Myſtery of this great Reſervednelſs and Secreſie 
ariſes from nothing elſe, but an abſolute Inability of 
making any Diſcovery at all. And fo, when the 
Spring revives the Plants, and cloaths them again 
with their loſt Beauty, it affords us a very fair Re- 

ſemblance of the Reſurre&tion, and is in it lelf as 
great 4-miracle, and the manner of its performance 
as impoſſible to be underſtood. Bur ſuch is ſome 

Mens folly, that thoſe Miracles, which they ſee 

every day, they diſregard; and thole, which they 

never lee, they. disbelieve. - 


The: 
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The third, and indeed none of the leaſt Rea- 
ſons, that has kept off many Men from believing 
the poſſibility of a Reſurrection, does ariſe: from 
thoſe Explications, that ſuch Men have given us of 
it, whoyer have expreſly maintained ir. For if we 
may be permitted to ſpeak a bold Truth, moſt of 
thoſe who have profeſſedly aflerted a ReſurreCtion, 
have notwithſtanding been too nice and critical in 
their Speculations about it; and have preſumed 
roo much upon their Philoſophical Abilities, when 
after they have given us ſufficient proof of the thing 
it ſelf, rhey have over and above pretended to give 
us an account of the manner, how it is brought to 
pals. Now in ſuch a Cale, it the Performance 
does fall ſhort of the Attempt, the Miſchief that 
tollows is,chat they not only betray their own Weak- 
nels, by endeavouring to advance the Opinion of 
their Knowledge ; but over and above by betraying 
that Weakneſs, they do betray the Caule of Truth 
too. For not only common and ordinary Underſtand- 
ings, but in many Caſes even wiſe Men too,are apt 
to judge of the Merits of the Cauſe by the Perfor- 
mances of thoſe, that undertake the Defence of it. 
And if thoſe Performances do prove ſuch, as do 
betray the Weakneſs of the Advocate; that very 
Weakneſs, when ſo difcovered, will be too apt to be- 
tray the uſtice or Truth of the Caulc. 


And 
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And to be ſhort and clear: among ſuch unhappy 
Undertakers, I cannot but reckon thoſe, who have 
- ſtifly and obſtinately maintained, thar our Bodies in 
the Reſurrection {halll be reſtored the ſame numeri- 
cal Bodies in all their parts. Which, whether it be true 
or falſe, I do not at preſent pretend to determine, be- 
cauſe as the Notion of Omnipotence in general does 
exceed the Graſp of our Underſtandings, ſo the par- 
ticular ways and manners, in which it does exert it 
ſelf, do ſo much more. And therefore my Buſineſs 
at preſent is only to ſhew, that ſuch a nice Specu- 
lation is too frivolous and ſuperfluous to be incor- 
porated into our Creed, and by that means to be 
obtruded upon us as an Article of our Chriſtian 
Faith. For we may even dare to refer the Matter 
ro the Arbitration of common Senſe, whether it be 
not ſufficient to warrant our Faith in this point to 
be truly Chriſtian, if we do bur once firmly be- 
leve, that God both can and will raiſe the Dead. 
And he, who carries his Faith ſo far, cannot with- 
out injuſtice be eſteemed an Infidel, as to this 
Branch of his Creed ; tho perhaps he may {till re- 
main ſo, as to ſome ſpeculative Additions and Su- 
perftructions, that vain Philoſophy has built upon 
ir. And that, that may ſerve to warrant the Suf- 
ficiency of our Faith, if we do only believe the 
Reſurrection. in the lump, wxhout —— 


ro 
the particular manner, how it ſhall be accompliſhed, 
is 
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is this: That ſince the deſign of the Reſurre&ion 
is only to render to every Man according to-what 
he has done in the fleſh, whether good or evil ; 
we muſt confeſs, that it conduces nothing to this 
Deſign, whether or no the Man at his Reſurrection 
be critically made up of all thoſe parts of the Mat- 
ter, of which his Body conſiſted at his Diflolution : 


becauſe we may be aflured, and that too by expe- 
rience, that a Man may be puniſhed now for a crime 
char he committed twenty years ſince, and that too 
with true and real ſenſe of Pain, tho moſt of 
the parts of his Body have been changed ince that 
time. And we may be aſſured by Reaſon, that if 
the Alteration of ſeveral ru of his Body makes 


no difference, as to the Caſe of Juſtice, that then 
the difference would have been as little, had there 
been no Change of the parts at all. And there- 
fore without mazing and puzling our ſelves with 
the Crititical and Grammatical Import of the 
Word Reſurrection (which has given occaſion to 
many nice and frivolous Speculations in the pre- 
ſent Caſe) - ſince our Religion has acquainted us, 
that the Reſurrection is deſigned in Ju to a laſt 
Judgment ; and ſince our Reaſon, and- therefore 
much more our Faith can eafily comply with ſuch 
a Deſign; we may as well reſt {atisfied, that 
there may be a Reſurreftion, whether or no the 


| Parts of the Body ſhall be all the ſame then, that 
they 
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that they were at- any-time in this Life ; as: we 
may be ſatisfied, that a Man, as to all the Buſineſs 
and Deſigns of Juſtice, is the ſame this year, that 
he was the laſt; tho we know in the. mean time, 
_ that his continual decays by expiration, and reſto- 
ration by eating and drinking does give us a far 
different matter nnder the laft years: Repreſentation. 
And therefore in ſuch a Caſe to endeavour upon the 
Account of thole Alterations to prove the Man not 
to be the ſame he was formerly, muſt needs be im- 
pertinent, when his own Memory, Underſtanding 
and Senſes do moſt experimentally affure him, char 
he is ſo, Upon the Reſult of all: then, we may 
adventure to. conclude, that all- the Diſputes con- 
cerning a numerical Reſurreion, either pro:or con, 
do only raiſe a great deal of Duſt, which ſerves 
for no! other purpoſe, but ro confound our Eye- 
ſight, and ſo to render both our Notion of_it the 
more diſturbed , and our Faith i” it the more 

doubtful. | 
But this is not all yet ; for it is notonly unneceſſa- 
7y, but it is alſo Preſumptuous in it ſelf, and prejudi- 
cial to Chriſtianity to undertake to give a punctual Ac- 
count, how, and after what manner the Dead are 
raiſed up. Alaſs, we know not, how Nature pro- 
duces any. one blade of Graſs, or any one Ear of 
Corn; and how then ſhall we trace out the more 
refined Works of God, or pretend to'diſcover thoſe 
D __ Miracles 
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Miracles of his Ommiportence; which he has concea- 
le from us in the darkneſs, ant receſies of the Grave. 
And if the ordinary Works of Nature, which are 
daily brought forth, and therefore alſo daily expo- 
ſed to our diligence. and to-our diſquiſxion, » not- 
withſtanding puzzle our moſt "ra and philo- 
fophical Enquiries; methinks our Experience of our | 
blindneſs in ſuch a Caſe might teach us fo much Mo- 
deity, as ro engage us to believe, thar Omnipo- 
tence: can raiſs the Dead, though we find that we 
cannot carry'.out ſearch (0 far as to'know critically 
the naanner atid contrivance- by which ir does it. 
And I do. the rather inculcate this, becauſe thoſe, 
who pretend to give-us aw exact Accontit, how, and 
in whac rnanner the Deadiare rated wp, do. by that 
means expoſe ouv'Baibh to-the artampes of Atheiſin, 
and give 10 a faiv opportunity of ftriking acthis great 
Article of:'6ur Creed througts thew Opmions. Aud 
therefore, ifwe would nor have our Faith ſhakem by 
any ſuch attempts, our ſafeſt way to tread in will 
be this::.. That fmee God in hs Werd: has affured 
us,. that -it. has been, and thar ſo it ſhall be ; and 
fince Realom vonches, rhar-ſo- t may be, Þ lay up- 
on. theſe accoums: to. reckon; that our. Belick of ie 
does fland upon fixrm 'and i{ufficienv Fourglhwons ; 
our: Curioſity, does not catry us-fo far, 25:20 
puzzle our felves with the: manmer how it ſhalt 'be 
brought 10. paſs. 30 of OSA. 
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Upon the whole we may conclude, that pun- 
aually to determine, that the parts that make up 
the Body, ' ſhall, or ſhall not be all the ſame with 
thoſe, outof whichir was formerly made, that they 
ſhall be ranged juſt in.the ſame order, and the like, 
may bea piece of Curioſity or vain Philoſophy ; but 
cannor be Religion ; neither indeed will it receive 
any Warrant, exher from the Scripture or any ac- 
knowledged Creed, whether ict be the Apoſties, the 
Nicene, or even that of Athanaſws it ſelf. Upon which 
Account (that I may hinrthar by the by) -# ſhould 
highly concern all thoſe, to whom the Oracles of 
Godarc intrulted, to be watchful over their Opini- 
ons as well as their Behavior; becauſe by a falſe Do- 
Grine no leis than by a wicked Life, they may give 
the Enemies of God and Geodnels riny 10n to blaſ- 
pheme, confirm an Atheiſt and make him conhi- 
dent, and it may be ſtagger, if notquite overthrow 
the Faith of a weaker Chriftian: - -And indeed! by 
ſach things the Church of Chriſt may ſuffer as much 
Prejudice, as it did by the pie fraudes of the Primi- 
tive and ſome later Chriſtians. For though in both 
the meaning may be honeſt, yet when the'weaknels 
in the firſt, and the frand in the laft comes once'to 
be detected, it.renders the'truth of Religion doubr- 

ful ar laſt, and ſometimes alſo contemprible. 
And thus far we have proceeded to fhew the in- 
ſufficiency of thoſe Cavils, that are uſually made 
D 2 againſt 
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againſt the poſſibility of; the Reſurrection : And 
though- we might have gone: farther on this part of 
our Text, and have reckoned up more Objections ; 
yet we ſhall ſtop here, -partly becauſe the task would 
be tedious, and therefore troubleſome ; bur chiefly | 


| becauſe lictle or nothing can be alledged, but whae 


may.come under one of theſe already mentioned, or 
elſe receive a ſatisfactory Anſwer from the former 
part of our Diſcourſe. | 

One Remark I would leave with you before I 
conclude, and that is this; That-we have not-in our 
Attempt to make our the poſſibility of the-Reſurre- 
tion offered any Inferences taken from the matter 
of Fact. For though the moſt certain way to prove 
that it may be, is to prove that ir has. been ;. yer be- 
cauſe the Men of our times have not ſeen it: them- 
ſelves, and ſo may (notwithſtanding ſuch proof.) 
doubt. the Veracity, of former Ages; thaefore' we 
hope it may not be, thought impertinent to add {6 
much credit to their Hiſtorical Relations, as by Rea- 
fon ( which is cotemporary to every Age of Men ) 
to aſſert the poſlibilicy of it; which when.it is done, 
there can. be no other Pretences againſt the belief of 
the thing, than there can be, that there never was 
{uch. a City as Nineve built, becauſe there are no 
remains of it in the preſent Ape. 

The Uſe that we may make of this Diſcourle is, 


_. firſt, Nor to be too forward in condemning ſuch 


Truths, 
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Truths, which the Scripture and the conſtant Do- 
Etrine of the Church have taughr us; and to have 
a careghat our Cenſure of thoſe Articles of our Chri- 
ſtian Faith, which may at firſt ſight Rartle our Ap- 
prehenſions, do not out-run our due Examination ; 
and ſo make us fix thoſe Errors upon our Creed, 
which are only in our own or other mens Thoughts ; 
which Caution may be of great uſe ro all thoſe, 
whom a conceit in their own Wit and Parts may 
too much incline to condemn received Truths. For 
though it be ridiculous in all other matters, yer 
there are but too many in the World, who affect a 
ſingularity in their Opinions, and in purſuit of ſach 
their Aﬀectation are very buſily employed in fra- 
ming ſome little fallacies and cavils - againſt ſuch 
Truths, that ſo they may the more plauſibly ſer up_ 
their own Opinions in their ſtead; Which humor, 
though it may ſometimes be innocent in indifferent 
things; and ſuch as are purely Philoſophical ; yet 
when it grows extravagant, and engages it-ſelf in 
more ſerious matters, and ſuch as concern Religion 
it may prove dangerous. And it will concern every 
Man to have a care, that his Soul be not too witty 
in. contriving its own Deſtruction, thar is, in put- 
ing fallacies upon it ſelf, which will be confured. 
| by a dolctul Eternity. = 

The ſecond Ule, that we may.make of what has 
been. ſaid, is, to have a care, that we be not too _ F 
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fily deceived by thoſe little Cavils, thac are but $00 
ly made againſt the Articles of our Creed. - 
cauſe it is not only the Fate of Religion, but af mo 
things in the World (when ance they. have been 
brought under Diſputation ) to be perplexed with 
_ Difficulties, which though ſometimes they will 

hardly admic a clear Solution, yet can never be fo 
urged, as to a ſober Mind to work a Convition, For 
chough Zeno, or any other Sceptick ſhould alledge 
ſuch Arguments againſt the poſſibility of Motion, 
as no skill in Logick can reſolve, yet they can never 
win an Aflent againſt Experience, and though the 
Jabtilleft head can never anſwer them, yet the weakeſt 
wall never beheve them. And here it may be worth 
our while to take notice, thar all ſuch Reaſens, 
which are broughe againſt known and demonſtra- 
ble Truchs ( among which, I hope, it will be no 
Preſumption to reckon the poſlibility of a Reſurre- 
Ron) I lay ſuch Reaſons as are brought againft de- 
monſtrable Truths, are never brought againſt- the 

things themſelves; but only againſt the manner of 
their Produ&tion , or Explication ; and therefore 
ſhould be look'd upon rather. as Difficulties than 
Arguments, which may perhaps puzxz/e our thoughts, 
but can never perſuade our Judgments, And there- 
fore the Atheiſt has very little cauſe to Triumph jm 
the ſtrength of ſuch. Arguments ( and 1 will be 
bold to 1ay, thar all tys are ſuch, eſpecially in che 
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cafe of rhe Referre&ion ) becanfe he does only per- 
plex the thing, but nor confure it ; and upon that ac- 
count-may ſometimes baffle the Defendant, bur will 
never be able to baffle the Cauſe. And upon this 
account there can be no berrer way to deal wich ſuch 
Perſons than to encounter difficulty with difficulty ; 
and by the mtricacies m Natnre to parallel, as well 
as we can the Myſteries of Religion. But of this 
more before. 

The third and: laft Ufe, char we may make of | 
what has been fatd; tis of a nearer concern, and that _ 
is fo to look to our Lives and Converſations upon 
the account only: of the pyſbility of a Reſurreftion, 
as if we' certainly knew, that we fhould one. day 
give an: Account of every thing, that we had done 
mthe Fleſh, whether Good or Evil. For fet us on- 
ly pur the caſe thatthere may or may not be a Reſurre- 
Etion, that is, that a Reſurrection is only poſlible ; 
yet it will be but common Prudence to ſecure the 
Event, that is, to live as if it were certain, and fo: 
ro put our Salvation out of the reach of Chance, and 
not hazard our Eternity upon as great an Uncertain- 
ty, as the lot of a, Die. And indeed upon this ve- 
ry Account, he that walketh uprightly, walketh. 
y 9s As he lived hbolily, ſo he dies peaceably; and ,?} 
can promile himſelf as good reſt as any other, it he” 2 
never awakes more ; bur if he does, is more lecutte- 2 
of an everlaſting Happineſs. And. this may be the 7 
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know you not, = 

Let us therefore beleech Almighty God, that we. 
. may-in this our Day learn and practiſe thoſe things; 
that concern our Peace ; That when. that 'great and 
terrible Day of the Lord ſhall come, we. may, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, be caught” up in the. Air to meet the 
rh | oo F-ip4 Angels, _ Archangels ,_ and; all the 

eavenly- Hoſt may praiſe him, who. .{itteth.upor the 
Throne, and y Lonk for evermore. © FO PE 
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